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REGULAR WORK SESSION OF THE FARMVILLE TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD ON SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 

 
 At the regular work session of the Farmville Town Council held on Wednesday, September 

2, 2020, at 11:00 a.m., in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, 116 North Main Street, 

Farmville, Virginia, there were present Mayor David E. Whitus, presiding, and Council members 

G.C. Cole, D.L. Hunter, B.R. Vincent, T.M. Pairet, D.E. Dwyer, and  A.D. Reid. 

 Staff present were Town Manager C. Scott Davis, IT Support Ashley Atkins, and Deputy 

Clerk Jackie Vaughan. 

 Mayor Whitus called the meeting to order.  

The Deputy Clerk called the roll, noting Council member S.O. Amos absent. 

DISCUSSION OF ANNUAL FALL CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN 

The Town Manager spoke of the Town’s twice a year clean-up campaigns and mentioned 

that the spring clean-up that was scheduled for the third Monday in April was canceled due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  He stated he has spoken with the Director of Public Works, Robin Atkins, 

and Mr. Atkins would like to proceed with the annual fall clean-up.   The Town Manager stated 

the Public Works Department has a plan in place to keep the staff safe and will use equipment to 

pick-up large items and mentioned the clean-up may extend into the next day. Mr. Davis inquired 

if Council had any issues with the Town proceeding with the fall clean-up that will be scheduled 

for Monday, October 19, 2020.     

 Council members had no concerns with the Town’s Public Works Department proceeding 

with the annual fall clean-up in October. 

DISCUSSION OF VETERANS DAY PROGRAM AT CRUTE STAGE 

 The Town Manager spoke about Fuqua School’s annual Veterans Day program that has 

been held for several years at the Crute Stage.  He stated Fuqua School has asked if the Town 

would allow them to have the annual Veterans Day program this year at the stage.  Mr. Davis 

stated under the Town’s emergency ordinance, there can be no more than 50 people at a gathering 

and the ordinance expires October 12, 2020.    He stated he told Fuqua if they could have the 

program, everyone would be required to wear face covering and practice social distancing.  Mayor 

Whitus concurred with the Town Manager, stating if allowed to proceed with the program, 

participants would be required to wear face covering and social distance.  He instructed the Town 

Manager to communicate to Fuqua there is a high possibility that the emergency ordinance will 
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still be in effect.  The Town Manager stated, if the emergency ordinance is still in effect, the Town 

would have to help enforce the fifty people restriction because many people from the public attend 

the program.   Mayor Whitus stated the Town is in favor of honoring the Veterans, but for safety 

measures Fuqua would have to follow the Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and the 

Town’s emergency ordinance. Council instructed the Town Manager to contact Fuqua School 

representatives to inquire if the Veterans Day program can be curtailed, and if they can limit the 

amount of people who participate in the program.    

DISCUSSION OF AMENDED PARADE ORDINANCE 

 The Town Manager stated a draft of the amended Parade Ordinance was shared with the 

Finance and Ordinance Committee at their regular August meeting.   He stated the amended 

Ordinance changed some of the current language and added additional language to address some 

of the matters that have occurred recently, such as demonstrations and protests.  The Town 

Manager stated the current Parade Ordinance did not cover some of the matters.  He stated the 

current permit application states there must be a 30-day notice prior to the event.  He said the 30 

days is good for a parade because it allows time for the Town to prepare, but other events, such as 

protests and demonstrations, would not require that amount of time to prepare.   

 The Town Manager and Chief of Police are recommending to Council to add the following 

language to the draft amended Parade Ordinance, to include “30 day notice for parades and three 

day notice for others, such as demonstrations, protests and etc.”  He stated Council could hold the 

required public hearing and vote on the matter at the regular October 14, 2020, Council meeting.  

The Town Manager stated an amended copy of the Ordinance, with the recommended changes, 

will be provided to Council at the regular meeting on September 9, 2020. 

Council agreed for the Town Manager to proceed with the advertisement for a public 

hearing on the matter.      

DISCUSSION OF THE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARADE 

 The Town Manager stated the Town’s annual Halloween parade is traditionally celebrated 

on October 31, 2020, with businesses participating by purchasing candy to hand out to children. 

He stated if the Town’s temporary emergency ordinance is extended, the event would need to be 

canceled.     The Town Manager mentioned he has been asked if the Town is going to cancel the 

celebration of Halloween due to the COVID pandemic.   He stated he does not feel trick or treating 



Farmville Town Council 
Work Session of September 2, 2020 

 

is a gathering and considers it going door to door and the decision to allow children to trick or treat 

should be a parental decision.   

 Mayor Whitus stated the Governor’s Executive Order of no gathering of 250 or more will 

affect the moving forward with the event.  He feels there will be some guidance on the State level 

about Halloween events.  Mr. Hunter stated the Town should wait for communication from the 

State before making any decision on the matter.   

DISCUSSION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

PARADE/GATHERING 

 The Town Manager explained that the Farmville Volunteer Fire Department will be 

celebrating their 150th Anniversary in October and has asked to have a parade through Town with 

their apparatus and other department’s apparatus and conclude with a celebration gathering at the 

Sports Arena.  He said the event will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2020, if approved. 

 Mayor Whitus stated, if canceled, their event will be amongst other events, celebrations 

and anniversaries that have had to cancel in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.   

COMMENTS BY THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF TOWN COUNCIL 

 Mr. Cole stated the Finance and Ordinance Committee is working to create financial 

reports to present to Council.   He stated the new reports will monitor variable revenue items, such 

as sales tax, meal tax, and lodging tax.  Mr. Cole asked Council would they prefer to see percentage 

of budget versus dollar amounts.  He said the new reports will be designed to give a quick view of 

areas the Committee would like to monitor closely and advise Council to let the Committee know 

if they have specific departments or items they would like to see included in the reports.  Mr. Cole 

stated he would like to have the reports to Council before the regular work sessions.   

 The Town Manager asked if the Committee wanted the funds broken out or combined as a 

whole.  Mr. Cole stated they would like the reports to provide whether an explanation on 

controllable line items that are over or under five percent of the budgeted amount and a general 

explanation of the budget being under or over the budget amount.  Mr. Cole stated the goal is to 

provide Council with condense monthly reports that are easy to understand. Mayor Whitus 

suggested adding to the report a comparison of the current year to prior year. 

 Mr. Cole stated he received the report from ICA-Farmville that confirmed as of July, they 

do not have any active cases of COVID-19.  He stated Council needs to have more communication 

with ICA-Farmville than what has been done in the past.  He said ultimately it is the Town’s 
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responsibility to make sure the subcontractor is fulfilling the obligations of the contract.  Mayor 

Whitus stated he and the Town Manager will discuss the matter and decide on the type of 

communication needed and the frequency of receiving information for Council. 

 Mr. Hunter gave a brief update on the Prince Edward County CARES Act committee 

meeting held on Tuesday, September 1, 2020.  He provided the Council with a list of the items the 

Committee has approved and notified the Town Manager that a recently submitted request from 

the Town in the amount of $14,215.08 was approved to move forward to the Board of Supervisors.   

Mr. Hunter stated the CARES Act committee is requesting the Town to advertise that the money 

is available for businesses.   He asked the Town Manager to contact Mrs. Sarah Puckett to obtain 

the information needed to advertise the information.  

CLOSED SESSION – PERSONNEL AND LAND DISPOSITION  

 On the motion by Mr. Vincent, seconded by Mr. Hunter, and with all Council members 

voting “aye,” Council went into closed session under paragraph A.1 of Section 2.2-3711 of the 

Code of Virginia, for discussion of the Clerk of Council position; and paragraph A.3 of Section 

2.2-3711, for discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, 

or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would 

adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body. 

Council returned to the regular order of business. 

CLOSED MEETING CERTIFICATION 

WHEREAS, the Farmville Town Council has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to 
an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Farmville 
Town Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmville Town Council hereby certifies that, 
to the best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this 
certification resolution applies, and only such public business matters as were identified in the 
motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Farmville Town 
Council. 
 

VOTE:  Six “ayes,” No “noes” 

MOTION:    Vincent                                                   SECOND:   Hunter 
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AYES:  Cole, Hunter, Vincent, Pairet, Dwyer, and Reid  

NOES:  None 

ABSENT DURING VOTE:  Amos 

ABSENT DURING MEETING:  Amos 

                                                        

____________________________________ 

                                                           Deputy Clerk 

 

There being no other business, on a motion by Mr. Hunter, seconded by Mr. Cole and with 

all Council members voting “aye,” the meeting was adjourned. 

 

APPROVED:       ATTEST: 

 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
David E. Whitus, Mayor     Jacqueline B. Vaughan, Deputy Clerk 

 


