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REGULAR WORK SESSION OF THE FARMVILLE TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 4, 2015 

 

 At the regular meeting of the Farmville Town Council held on Wednesday, November 4, 

2015, at 11:00 am, in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall located at 116 North Main Street, 

Farmville, Virginia, there present were Mayor D.E. Whitus, presiding and Council members 

D.E. Dwyer, D.L. Hunter, S.B. Thompson, T.M. Pairet, A.D. Reid, and J.J. Davis. Council 

member G.C. Cole was absent. 

Staff present was Town Manager, Gerald Spates; Town Attorney, Andrea Erard; Town 

Treasurer, Carol Anne Seal and Town Clerk, Lisa Hricko. 

Mayor Whitus called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silence for Mr. 

Robert Lewis Carter, a long-time employee who passed away last night. 

The meeting returned to the regular order of business and Mayor Whitus introduced the 

November agenda items for discussion. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS – a rezoning request from Mr. Michael Papandrea to rezone vacant 

property on Layne Street from Business District B-3 to Residential District R-3 for a duplex and 

a FY 2015-2016 Town Budget amendment and appropriation. 

CONSENT AGENDA – includes minutes from the October 7, 2015 regular work session, the 

October 9, 2015 special called Council meeting and the October 14, 2015 regular Council 

meeting. 

TREASUER’S REPORT AND THE BILLS – will be presented for discussion at the regular 

Council meeting. 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT – The Town Manager provided a verbal update on the 

following projects: 

 Dog Park – members discussed holding the formal opening of the dog park at the 

beginning of December; 

 Burn Building – should be completed before the end of the year; 

 High Bridge Plaza – installing bollards to protect the area from vehicular traffic and the 

tree will go up on Monday. Members discussed the loss of parking with the installation 

of the bollards and agreed that there was ample parking spaces available in the municipal 

lots;  
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 Travis building – the structural engineer has determined that the adjacent building may 

be affected if the town was to remove the roof from the Travis building. The Town 

Manager stated the Town has the option of leaving the framework of the roof in place – 

which would mean there would be no effect on the adjacent property. Council directed 

the Town Manager to explore options; 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS – reports will be given at the regular Council meeting.  

 Community Marketing and Development Committee – Mrs. Thompson stated the 

Committee has been working on creating a Facebook page. Mrs. Ashley Atkins-Austin 

will be the Town’s social media coordinator and will update the page. The page will go 

live as soon as possible. Members were provided copies of the policies and guidelines on 

the Town’s Facebook page and were asked to provide their input at the regular Council 

meeting. 

  Town Asset and Resource Committee – Mr. Pairet stated the Dog Park is looking great 

and spoke of the Committee’s desire to have a formal opening of the park in the fall. The 

Town Manager was directed to contact Dr. French for possible dates. 

 Finance and Ordinance Committee – Mr. Davis stated the Committee has made 

recommendations that are in the November Council packet. They are recommending 

granting the Town Treasurer authorization to balance the revenue and expense funds and 

to perform bi-annual budget amendments. 

REZONING REQUEST ON BEHALF OF MR. MICHAEL PAPANDREA – request from 

Michael Papandrea to rezone vacant property on Layne Street from Business B-3 to residential 

R-3 for a duplex. 

ZONING AMENDMENT REQUEST ON BEHALF OF MR. RUSSELL HARPER – the 

amendment will add apartment, condominium and town house developments to the uses in a 

Business District B-4 zone, with a conditional use permit. 

REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO BALANCE THE REVENUE AND EXPENSE FUNDS 

IN THE 2015-2015 TOWN BUDGET – the Finance and Ordinance Committee is 

recommending granting the Town Treasurer authorization to balance the funds. 

GRANT THE TOWN TREASURER AUTHORIZATION TO PERFORM BI-ANNUAL 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS - the Finance and Ordinance Committee is recommending granting 

the Town Treasurer authorization to perform bi-annual budget amendments. 
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ADOPT RESOLUTION 2-2015 BUDGET AMENDMENT – the Finance and Ordinance 

Committee has reviewed the amendments and is recommending Council adopts the resolution 

amending the 2015-2016 Town Budget. 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL HOLIDAY LEAVE ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 

2015 – Mr. Spates stated the Commonwealth of Virginia is granting State employees four (4) 

hours of holiday leave on Wednesday, November 25, 2015. He is asking Council to consider 

granting Town employees the additional four (4) hours leave and is recommending employees 

use four (4) hours of personal leave time; all Town offices will be closed on Wednesday, 

November 25, 2015. 

HALLOWEEN CONCERNS WITH TRAFFIC AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY – members 

discussed the Main Street Trick or Treat event and the New Life Fall Festival Community event. 

It was agreed that the events caused traffic problems on Main Street and the surrounding streets 

due to the programs overlapping. Mr. Spates stated he had spoken with representatives from New 

Life and they have agreed the hayride contributed to the traffic congestion and will not include it 

in the event next year. Members also discussed holding the events on different dates and the 

possibility of moving the Main Street Trick or Treat event to a day, other than Fridays.  

In discussing Halloween, Mr. Reid stated a member of the community has expressed 

concerns with the vehicular traffic on Hill Street and the Avenues which are heavily populated 

during Halloween with children trick or treating. He stated it was suggested that the town 

consider restricting vehicular traffic on Hill Street and the Avenues. Those drivers with children 

trick or treating could be directed to park at the shopping center and trick or treat on foot. Mr. 

Reid stated the streets are lit; however, the children are excited and dart in and out. Mayor 

Whitus referred this matter to the Asset and Resource Committee for further discussion. 

CANCEL THE DECEMBER 2, 2015 REGULAR WORK SESSION MEETING – the 

December work session will be cancelled in order for members of the Vice Presidential Debate 

Committee and staff to travel to Danville, Kentucky to meet with officials that hosted the 2012 

Vice-Presidential Debate. 

ADOPT RESOLUTION – VDOT REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM – Mr. Spates stated the 

resolution is needed for the Town to apply for revenue sharing funds. The funds will be used to 

assist the Town in paving the Town streets in and around Longwood University for the 

upcoming Vice-Presidential Debate. 
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REQUEST FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – Mr. Spates stated Mr. and Mrs. John 

Wingo have requested a conditional use permit to operate a bed and breakfast out of their home. 

They live in a Residential R1A zone and a bed and breakfast is an allowed use, with a 

conditional use permit. 

 There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 11:28 am. 

 

APPROVED:       ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________   ______________________________ 

David E. Whitus, Mayor     Lisa M. Hricko, Clerk 

 


