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Town of Farmville Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
Town Council Chambers, Farmville, VA
Wednesday, September 28, 2016



Members Present:	Sherry Honeycutt, Abbey O’Connor, L. D. Phaup, Chuck Ross and John Miller

Staff Present:		Cindy Morris, Town Planner 

Guests:		Ed Helton, Mike Helton and Glenn Fowlkes

Chairperson Sherry Honeycutt called the meeting to order and welcomed guests at 7:10 PM

Approval of Minutes of April 12, 2016
On motion by Chuck Ross, seconded by Abbey O’Connor and with all members voting “aye”, the minutes of the May 23, 2016 meeting was approved as presented.

Vice-Chairperson and Secretary Appointments
Sherry Honeycutt asked for nominations or volunteers for the positions of Vice-Chair and Secretary. John Miller volunteered for either position. On motion by Chuck Ross, seconded by L.D. Phaup and with all members voting “aye”, John Miller was voted in as Vice-Chairperson. Charles Ross volunteered to serve a Secretary and all members voted “aye.” 

Zoning Amendment Request from Edward and Michael Helton to add “Domestic Violence Shelters” as an allowed use under the Town’s Zoning Ordinance for Business B-3 and Re-Zoning Request From same to Rezone 1412 Longwood Avenue from Residential R-1 to Business B-3
The Farmville Town Council referred the following request to the Planning Commission: Rezoning of 1412 Longwood Avenue and request for zoning amendment to allow domestic violence shelters in a Business B-3 zone with a conditional use permit. This property is currently zoned Residential R-1 and domestic violence shelters are not an allowed use in a Residential R-1 zone.  The property is adjacent to B-3. Members studied the zoning map to see where other B-3 zones are located; mainly along the West 3rd Street, East 3rd Street and North Main Street corridors. 

Cindy Morris stated that she initially thought that these type shelters were exempt from the zoning ordinance by either a state or federal code, since it would be serving a protected population.  However, after contacting an attorney with the Virginia Municipal League, the only 


exemptions were for the mentally ill. Cindy stated that from what she can tell domestic violence shelters are and can be located most anywhere, but their physical location is not 

advertised because revealing the address jeopardizes the anonymity of the shelter which is a key element in keeping victims safe. 

The property owners Ed and Mike Helton along with Glenn Fowlkes, the executive Director of the proposed shelter called Madeline’s House/Southside Center for Violence Prevention, spoke about the project and answered questions. Madeline’s house is a private/non-profit entity. They are proposing to renovate the existing former Calvary Church which is over 3,000 SF. They are planning for 9 bedrooms (that could house up to 25 people), a kitchen with an eating area, a laundry room, dining room and a common area with an administrative office area in the front of the building facing the street.  The property is 0.631 acres and has ample off-street parking. It will have a highly sophisticated alarm system with an exterior perimeter fence.  

Glenn Fowlkes gave some history about Madeline’s house and that it actually began here in Farmville in the late 1990’s. Madeline was a young woman who was murdered by her estranged husband in 1998. Within 3 years the shelter moved to Fort Pickett. Then about 3 years ago Madeline’s house had to move from Fort Pickett and moved into a large two-story house in the Town of Blackstone, where they are currently located. They serve a twelve county area. Glenn Fowlkes stated that this church property on Longwood Avenue became available and that it is an ideal size and location.  

Glenn also said that moving here would be a Godsend because of the availability of public transportation, close proximity of the department of social services, the Court house and employment commission. This is an opportunity to accommodate more local people in the Farmville/Prince Edward County area. Because of the easy access to needed facilities people can be more independent. Glenn stated that there have been no issues with the house in Blackstone and there are neighbors living adjacent to the facility. He said they are planning to have a solid 6’ white vinyl fence which will be aesthetically pleasing and nondescript around almost the entire perimeter of the shelter except for the front of the building which will serve as the administration section.  He said they receive and rely on many volunteers from the community to perform various works. 

Glenn Fowlkes stated that the new grant funding will allow them to provide staffing 24/7/365.  
They will not accommodate males at this facility because of the layout of the bedrooms. However, if they do keep the Blackstone property it may become housing for males. The facility’s only funding comes from grants and donations. A neighbor may expect people coming in and out in the morning and evening. Very rarely is someone admitted during the night. They try to adhere to a 30 day stay but that is not always possible. There will be mothers with their children who will be enrolled in the Prince Edward County public school system. 



Members asked if neighbors had been contacted and were aware of this proposed project. Cindy Morris stated that if the Planning Commission authorized a public hearing the neighbors would then be contacted directly, via mail, and the property would be posted and the public hearing notice would be publicized. 

Sherry Honeycutt asked that the members look at the zoning map, specifically all of the other areas in Town that are zoned B-3. If the Planning Commission, after hearing citizen comments at the public hearing, decides to recommend this use with a conditional permit and Council adopts it, then a domestic violence shelter would be allowed in any of the B-3 areas. A conditional use permit would be required and the Planning Commission could recommend Council put conditions on the project, such as fencing, lighting, etc.  If this use is added to the zoning ordinance the owners/operators of the facility would, at that time, need to request a conditional use permit.  Conditions might be different for each specific project depending on its location.   

Sherry Honeycutt brought up that this type of facility should be defined in the zoning ordinance. Cindy Morris suggested that a possible definition of a domestic violence shelter means a temporary safe housing shelter for those who experience domestic violence. 

On motion by Charles Ross, seconded by John Miller and with all members voting “aye” to authorize a public hearing to hear citizen comments on the following:
1) Add the following use to Chapter 29 under BUSINESS DISTRICT B-3:
Domestic Violence Shelters with a conditional use permit.
2) Add the following definition to Chapter 29 – Domestic Violence Shelter means a temporary safe housing shelter for those who experience domestic violence.
3) To rezone 1412 Longwood Avenue from Residential R-1 to Business B-3.    

Rezone Remaining Manufacturing M-1 Zone to Business B-3 
The Farmville Town Council referred to the Planning Commission the review of rezoning the remainder of the Industrial M-1 Zone (Buffalo Shook and W.C. Newman) to Business B-3. Now that these industries have closed there is no need for the M-1 zone. This area is adjacent to and compatible to the B-3 Zone. It was noted that the former Southern States building is already zoned B-3, which is currently being renovated for the High Bridge Lofts and Third Street Brewery. 

This property makes up the only M-1 district left in the Town. The owner has plans for a portion of the property to the east, be used as parking for the High Bridge Lofts. It was noted that Longwood University’s master plan shows a proposed baseball field on a portion of this property. It was the consensus of the members that they would at this time consider the Council’s charge of reviewing the rezoning of the M-1 to B-3 and that Longwood at some point may need to request something specific in order to accommodate a baseball field.   




On motion by John Miller, seconded by Charles Ross and with all members voting “aye” to authorize a public hearing to hear citizen comments on the following:
1) Rezone the remaining Industrial M-1 Zone to Business B-3.


Comprehensive Plan
Cindy Morris noted that there is a draft update of the Comprehensive Plan that the Planning Commission had been working on last year. Now that the boundary adjustment with Prince Edward County is almost complete, the new Town boundary can be included the update of the land use map. 

Proposed Planning Commission Meeting Dates for the Remainder of FY 2016/2017
All Planning Commission members agreed to the following regular meeting dates for the remainder of the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year: 

			October 26, 2016
			January 25, 2017
			March 29, 2017
				May 31, 2017	


There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 




___________________________				______________________________
Sherry Honeycutt, Chairperson				Charles Ross, Secretary
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